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Similar precedents for a  supernatural  presence In
things inanimate are found in the miracles wrought
by the touch of our Saviour's garments, not to insist
on what is told us about St. Peter's shadow.   Again,
we have to take into account the resurrection of the
corpse which touched   Elisha's   bones,  a work  of
Divine .Power, which, whether considered in its appal-
ling greatness, the absence of apparent object, and
the  means through which it was accomplished; we
should think incredible,   with the   now   prevailing
notions of miraculous agency, were we not familiar
with it    Elijah's  mantle is  another instance of a
relic endued with miraculous , power.     Again, the
multiplication of the wood of the Cross (fasfact of
which is not here determined, but must depend on
the testimony and other evidence producible) is but
parallel to Elisha's multiplication of the oil, and of
the bread and barley, and to our Lord's multiplica-
tion of the loaves and fishes.    Again, the account of
the consecrated host becoming a cinder in unworthy
hands is not so strange as  the very first miracle
wrought by Moses,  the first evidential miracle re-
corded in Scripture, when his rod became a serpent,
and then a ro$ again j nor stranger than our Lord's
v first, miracle,   when   water was turned into  wine.
When the tree was falling upon St. Martin,, he is said
to have caused it to whirl round and fall elsewhere
by the sign of the Cross ;  is this more startling than